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short acquaintance he had found her altogether fascinating
and that he had the consent of the King of Prussia and of his
parents.

Since the reason for the Prince's visit had been much
discussed in letters between the parents beforehand, all the
Royal couple had to do was to express gravely their approval
and consent.

" That Vicky will have no objection to make I regard as
probable," said Prince Albert. " We therefore accept your
proposal in principle, Fritz. Nevertheless, as Vicky is now
only fourteen, it is our opinion that you should return next
spring, when Vicky has been confirmed, and then put your
proposal to her yourself."

To the dismay of the suitor, Her Majesty nodded her head
vigorously at this declaration.

" We are delighted," Her Majesty informed him. " The
marriage must not take place till Vicky has reached her
seventeenth birthday. Then she will be of age."

Frederick William agreed with the wisdom of the Royal
words and, much crestfallen, clicked himself from the room
with Prussian stiffness.

'I have been much pleased with him (Fritz),' wrote
Prince Albert immediately afterwards to Stockmar. ' His
prominent qualities are great thought, straightforwardness,
frankness, and honesty. He appears to be free from preju-
dices and pre-eminently well-intentioned; he speaks of
himself as personally greatly attracted by Vicky.'

Then Prince Albert sent a letter to ' Pam,' Lord
Palmerston, the redoubtable and plainspoken Foreign
Minister. ' Pam ' was at liberty to tell Lord Melbourne, the
Prime Minister. Nobody else must know. Meanwhile the
Queen was seated at her desk writing to Uncle Leopold.
Of course, he must be told the news at once. He must keep
it to himself.

Hardly had these confidential letters been received than a
flood of congratulations began to arrive by every post at
Balmoral, not only from all over Europe, but from Britain
as well I Prince Frederick William was pained and excited.